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Hence what Maulana Mahomed All has said only comes to
this, that to everyone his own religion appears good. Which
Hindu can controvert that statement? We shall consider on an-
other occasion how this molehill was made into a mountain and
how we can stop recurrence of such misunderstandings.
[From Gujarati]
Navajwan, 13-4-1924
334.   SATTAGRAHA AND CASTE REFORM
As the principle of satyagraha comes to be better understood,
it is being put to ever new applications. It is used not merely in
fighting the Government, but we find it being applied within the
family and the caste as well. In a certain community there pre-
vails the inhuman practice of offering girls in marriage for a con-
sideration and a youth has felt the urge to end it. It has been
asked what he should do. An easy form of satyagraha is non-co-
operation. The young man wishes to banish this custom from
his community. His intention is good. But should he start non-
co-operation and, if so, how and against whom?
It is difficult to give a definite opinion in this particular case.
But one can suggest some general rules for all situations of this
type.
In the first place, one should never embark upon non-co-ope-
ration all of a sudden. Evil customs which have prevailed for
ages cannot be eradicated in a moment. Reform is one-legged,
and so proceeds haltingly. Anyone who loses patience can never
become a pure satyagrahi. The first step for a reformer is to educate
public opinion. He should meet the wise elders of the community
and listen to their points of view. Maybe the reformer is a poor
man, no one knows him and the elders will not listen to him.
What should he do then ? A poor person like this should know
that he is not destined to be an instrument of reform. We may
all wish that untruth may disappear from the world, but who
will bring rouad the liars? Here is an essential reform, and yet
how patiently we mark tinxe!
The thing is that a reformer should be free from egotism. Why
afoemid ^e assume responsibility for ending all evils ? We should
be content with speaking the truth ourselves and acting truthfully-
J^j^^ m regard to the evil practices in the community, we
should ses that our own attitude iwotd conduct are blameless an4
neutral attitude towards others.